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BIBLE	  STUDY:	  Luke	  4	  –	  Jesus	  Provokes	  Ethnocentric	  Fury	  
	  
Luke 4.14-44 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone.  
 
16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  

and recovery of sight to the blind,  
to let the oppressed go free,  

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 
23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ 
And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did 
at Capernaum.’” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s 
hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe 
famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard 
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, 
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.  
	  
	   Luke	  seems	  to	  give	  prominence	  to	  this	  narrative,	  placing	  it	  in	  a	  way	  that	  indicates	  
Jesus	  is	  framing	  his	  ministry	  in	  his	  comments	  about	  these	  texts.	  As	  the	  narrative	  begins,	  
accounts	  of	  his	  teachings	  and	  healings	  follow	  him	  to	  his	  hometown,	  where	  he	  joins	  a	  
traditional	  synagogue	  gathering.	  The	  passage	  from	  Isaiah	  (61:1;	  58:6;	  61:2),	  providing	  a	  
far-‐reaching	  conceptualization	  of	  God’s	  salvation,	  is	  often	  connected	  to	  Leviticus	  25	  and	  the	  
Jubilee	  Year.	  	  God’s	  Spirit	  is	  the	  agent	  of	  profound	  healing,	  release	  from	  various	  debts,	  
liberation	  from	  oppression,	  and	  the	  announcement	  of	  an	  extensive	  “good	  news.”	  In	  his	  
reading,	  Jesus	  does	  not	  include	  the	  phrases	  of	  those	  passages	  that	  deal	  with	  vengeance.	  As	  
commentary,	  Jesus	  claims	  that	  Isaiah’s	  gospel	  is	  now	  present,	  implying	  that	  his	  own	  



presence	  is	  the	  fulfillment	  of	  this	  holistic	  salvation.	  As	  this	  story	  unfolds,	  the	  listeners’	  
responses	  quickly	  go	  from	  appreciative	  amazement	  to	  hostility.	  
	  

1. How	  does	  Jesus’	  identification	  with	  Isaiah’s	  proclamation	  provide	  clarity	  for	  a	  
theology	  of	  salvation?	  	  How	  does	  the	  way	  salvation	  is	  taught	  in	  your	  church	  compare	  
with	  this	  text?	  When	  you	  think	  about	  the	  perspectives	  of	  those	  in	  your	  church,	  in	  
what	  ways	  would	  they	  agree	  or	  differ	  with	  this	  text?	  

	  
2. In	  his	  exposition,	  after	  noting	  his	  embodiment	  of	  an	  expansive	  salvation,	  Jesus	  refers	  

to	  two	  important	  Jewish	  stories	  (1	  Kings	  17:8-‐16;	  2	  Kings	  5:1-‐14).	  If	  you	  are	  not	  
familiar	  with	  these	  texts,	  take	  time	  to	  read	  them,	  with	  attention	  to	  the	  identities	  of	  
various	  characters.	  Discuss	  these	  recepients	  to	  whom	  God	  provide	  special	  grace.	  

	  
3. Follow	  the	  emotions	  of	  this	  Nazareth	  narrative.	  This	  town,	  with	  its	  religio-‐cultural	  

heritage,	  located	  in	  Galilee	  (which	  had	  crossroads	  of	  the	  Roman	  Empire),	  had	  hopes	  
for	  God’s	  redemption	  –	  and	  the	  writings	  of	  Isaiah	  were	  among	  those	  that	  described	  
and	  encouraged	  their	  hope.	  How	  do	  the	  emotional	  responses	  give	  us	  insights	  into	  
their	  hopes	  –	  and	  why	  they	  determine	  that	  Jesus	  betrays	  them?	  
	  

4. Discuss	  experiences	  you	  have	  had	  concerning	  how	  churches	  respond	  to	  the	  key	  
elements	  of	  this	  narrative	  –	  the	  large	  definition	  of	  salvation	  (4:14-‐22)	  and	  Jesus’	  
insistence	  that	  God’s	  grace	  is	  to	  be	  extended	  to	  foreigners,	  strangers,	  and	  even	  
enemies	  (4:23-‐30).	  
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